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Silver Platters 

On its face, this is a strange lesson. Jesus is 
mentioned, but never says a word. People are coming 
up with all kinds of theories for how Jesus is able to 
do the things he does, and Herod kills John for the 
oddest of reasons. 
 
The question that rises to the top for me is: Why does 
Mark tell this story? 
 
I mean, Mark doesn’t say anything about Jesus’ birth 
or give a resurrection account…but we get an 
extended section on Herod and John? Mark’s 
Gospel is so short and to the point, but we get 
intricate details of Herod’s marital situation and 
birthday party? 
 
Why? 
 
Again, I read Mark as a short telling of the Gospel of 
Jesus written for a people scared and persecuted. 
Jerusalem had either just fallen, or was about to, and 
Mark’s people were frightened beyond words. 
People were saying all kinds of things about 
Christians – things that were blatantly untrue – and 
horrific things were going on to people they knew 
and loved. 
 
There is always the danger in religious circles to 
think that if you’re on God’s Team then everything 
will be great. You’ll be healthy, wealthy, and wise. 
God will heal every disease and conquer every foe. 
 
Well…not if you’re John the Baptist. If you’re John 
you’ll be the victim of an immature girl and an 
impotent puppet ruler, and your head will be served 
on a platter. 
 
This story is a bit of a downer. But, more than that, 
it’s a shot of sobering reality. 
 
Even the very best of us can be victim to the very 

worst, and sometimes even to the very worst in other 
people. And that’s a message those in the first 
century, and us in the twenty-first century can relate 
to all too well. 
 
But, those fates aren’t what define us. For even 
though we suffer and are cut down, we are still 
God’s. 
 
I’m in southern West Virginia right now, working 
with some incredible youth, and working among 
America’s rural poor. They have been victims of 
numerous calamities for centuries; some economic, 
some social, and some meteorological. If “perfect” 
lives are the outward mark of blessedness, then this 
is a God-forsaken place. 
 
But, it isn’t. These are amazing people – faithful 
people. And God is here. God has been here, and I’d 
venture to say that God will be here for a very long 
time. 
 
This is important: what sets us as people of faith 
apart, isn’t our “perfect” lives, but the Presence of 
God with us on the best of days and the worst of 
days. 
 
Even when the best of us are served on silver 
platters. 

~ Rick Morley, A Garden Path 

 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings 
 

July12, 2015  
Proper 10B/Ordinary 15B/Pentecost 7  

 

The readings this week: 
◦ 2 Samuel 6:1-5  ◦ Psalm 24◦ 
 ◦ Ephesians 1:3-14 ◦ Mark 6:14-29 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=210
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/1757


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
 

When you think of God's holiness, what ideas or images 
come to mind?  What words would you use to describe 
the mood of those bringing the ark to Jerusalem?  What 
new precautions does David take as he moves the ark to 
Jerusalem?  In what other ways was this event marked by 
celebration?  Do your times of worship tend to be somber 
or joyous?  In what ways might we make our times of 
worship more of a joyous celebration?  How does this 
chapter help you to understand God's holiness?  Quiet 
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 

____Psalm Reading:   Psalm 24 
 
What is the longest journey or pilgrimage you have 
made? What was arriving like for you?  Verses 1-2 echo 
themes from creation in reference to the founding of a 
city and the temple. What feelings and images does that 
backdrop evoke for this worshiper?  What kind of person 
may enter the Lord's sanctuary?  Do these restrictions 
render the temple accessible to the public, only to priests, 
or to the one and only King?  Who is this "King of glory," 
and how is he described?  What glorious things has he 
done as Lord of creation and God of Jacob?  This psalm 
raises the doors of our hearts and the standards of 
readiness for corporate worship. What steps in 
preparation for worship does this psalm conjure up for 
you?  Paul quotes verse 1, which had become a Jewish 
blessing at mealtimes, to underscore the believer's 
freedom to eat meat without a troubled conscience (1Co 
10:25-26). What new freedoms does knowing the 
sovereignty of God, affirmed in Psalm 24, give you?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press ____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
Reflect on the ways that God has revealed his will to you 
over the course of your life. What patterns do you see?  
According to verses 3-6, what blessings are ours from the 
Father?  What other blessings, according to verses 7-12, 
do we have in Jesus Christ? From the information given 
in 1:1-14 alone, try to formulate a clear statement of what 
it means to be chosen by God. What additional blessings 
do we receive through the Holy Spirit?  What does it 
mean to live "to the praise of his glory?”   How do you 
respond emotionally to knowing you are chosen by God?  
How has this passage increased your sense of 
participation in God's total purpose of the universe?  How 
could your life be more in keeping with the phrase "to the 
praise of his glory"?   Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 

____4th Reading:  Mark 6:14-29 
 

Why did Herod offer to give Herodias’ daughter 
whatever she asked? Why he make such a vow?  Would 
he have really given her half the kingdom?  What did the 
girl request? Why?  What was Herod’s reaction to this 
request? What can we learn from this about oaths? At this 
point what should he have done?  Is there any lesson here 
about peer pressure?  What lessons can we learn from the 
John the Baptist about suffering and persecution?  
Calligraphy for God 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Lord, we would love to dance like David 

Before you, but some of us are handicapped,  
Some are stiffened by arthritis, 
weakened by neurological or muscular diseases,  

some of us are tired from our work, and 
some of us are burdened down with problems and stress. 
Lord we pray for that day when we not only get to feast 

at your heavenly banquet, 
But also for the day when we get to dance like David. 

An excerpt, Rev Abi’s Long and Winding Road 

In the Chronicles of Narnia we are introduced to Aslan, 

the son of the great Emperor-Beyond-the-Sea, in this 

way: 

"Don't you know who is the King of Beasts? Aslan is a 

lion—the Lion, the great Lion." 

"Ooh!" said Susan, "I'd thought he was a man. Is he—

quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a 

lion." 

"That you will, dearie, and no mistake," said Mrs. 

Beaver. "If there's anyone who can appear before Aslan 

without their knees knocking, they're either braver than 

most or else just silly." 

"Then he isn't safe?" said Lucy. 

"Safe!" said Mr. Beaver. "Don't you hear what Mrs. 

Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? 

'Course he isn't safe. But he's good." 
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